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(1680 m in alt.), there was a forest of Abies, Tsuga diversifolia, and Picea jezoensis with a few broadleaved trees. At site MK-5 (1630 m in alt.), there was a forest of Abies, Picea jezoensis, and Picea cf. maximowiczii with a few montane-zone elements such as Pterocarya or Pourthiaea.
These facts indicate that, prior to the eruption, subalpine coniferous forests and montane ones existed on the southeastern slope of Fuji Volcano, and that the boundary between the subalpine zone and the montane zone was at about 1650 m in alt. around the three sites. The elevation of this boundary is lower than that of the present one on the southern slope of Fuji Volcano. Since then, the forests have been replaced by a Larix forest or a Quercus and Betula forest at sites MK-2 and MK-5 where the surfaces have become relatively stable; whereas, a volcanic desert still exists around site MK-4 situated in the course of an avalanche chute. Fuji 1707 Tephra overlies the weathered tephra and soil. Buried woods are seen along the boundary. Secondarily deposited pyroclastics cover Fuji 1707 Tephra.
lower weathered tephra and soil. The pumice bed is thicker where pumice fragments accumulate. 3. Plant macrofossils in the lower part of the pumice bed at site MK-4.
Shoots of Picea jezoensis are seen. 4. Buried, upright Betula stem with roots at site MK-4. The portion above the soil burned and became charcoal. The pumice bed creeps up around the stem. 5. Buried, fallen Taxus stem at site MK-4.
The upper surface is burned; whereas, the rest is unburned.
Plate III Plant macrofossils obtained from sites MK-2, 4, and 5. (I) T: trichome. R: resin duct. V: vascular bundle. Numbers in the parentheses correspond to Minaki's specimen numbers at Osaka City University.
